
PUBLIC CONSULTATION FOR A PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

LAND WEST OF WAKEFIELD ROAD, ATHERSLEY

WHO ARE HARWORTH GROUP PLC
Harworth Group is one of the UK’s land and property regeneration companies, based in Rotherham.  It specialises in the development of brownfield sites, derelict land and former colliery sites to create employment 
areas, new homes and places where people want to be.  It is the masterplanner and developer of Waverley in Rotherham – Yorkshire’s largest brownfield redevelopment that is home to the Advanced Manufacturing 
Park and a planned 4,000 homes.  

In Barnsley, it has recently developed the first phase of Gateway 36 Business Park close to Junction 36 of the M1, where businesses such as Talurit and Esco have just moved to, and has brought forward land at 
Mapplewell that will deliver an eventual 325 homes at the former North Gawber Colliery.  It is therefore highly experienced at developing brownfield land for new housing and business use.

SITE / LOCAL HISTORY
Historic mapping shows that the area originated as a rural landscape of enclosed fields and woodland known as Smithy Wood. During the mid-19th century, the landscape underwent industrialisation, with the 
introduction of coal mines, canals, and railways. At this point the development site was partially occupied by East Gawber Hall Colliery, whilst Primrose Main Colliery was located a short distance south of the site.  
Both collieries were served by the Barnsley Coal Railway which ran to the southwest of the site. 

With the closure of the mines during the twentieth century, and the construction of the New Lodge, Athersley South and Athersley North housing estates to the north, the landscape changed considerably. The 
development site ceased to be associated with mining, and was instead used as grazing land.  Adjacent land was then developed for commercial uses and the trees to the site’s perimeter matured into substantial 
belts to form the landscape we have today.  Whilst little or nothing of the main East Gawber Hall Colliery site remains today, the embankment of the former railway remains as a public footpath and, to the south of 
this, the remains of the old fan shaft and fan house exist as a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

SITE LOCATION
The site lies in an area of housing and commercial uses where it is well served by shops, schools 
and community facilities.  Barnsley town centre shops, leisure, jobs and the interchange are 
easily accessible by public transport from the site. 

The map opposite provides an image of the local services.  This includes schools, district centre, 
bus stops, doctors/dentists and other community facilities.

As the plan demonstrates, the site is within a highly sustainable location with a number of services 
being located within 800m of the site.

The closest bus stops are situated within 400m along Wakefield Road to the east of the site and 
provide regular services to Staincross, Athersley North and Barnsley Town Centre. 

Background and Context
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LOCAL PLAN
Barnsley Council’s development plan (2000) recognised the potential for housing at this site in the 
future, safeguarding it for future development.  

The current draft Local Plan proposes to allocate this site for housing development now as shown 
opposite.

Barnsley Council has a shortage of sites able to deliver housing to meet the needs of the town’s 
population over the next 5 years.  Locations are now therefore proposed to come forward for housing 
development.

ILLUSTRATIVE LAYOUT
The proposed development is likely to include…

• Up to 250 family houses, needed to support Barnsley’s growing population and economy
•  Housing types anticipated include 2, 3 and 4 bedroom properties in a mix of detached, semi   

 detached  and small terrace forms. There is also the possibility for a small number of bungalows   
 or flats. What type of housing and facilities do you think are most needed in this area?

•  Public open space and play space
• Tree planting and landscaping
• Public footpath links
• Sustainable drainage
• Access from Wakefield Road

“Development of up to 250 high quality 
family homes”

Proposed Masterplan

Site Name: 
Site West of Wakefield Road
Site Reference: H42

Settlement
Site Name: Urban Barnsley 
Policy Description: Area 
showing the extent of Urban 
Barnsley and the Principal 
Towns

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/barnsley-maps/local-plan-maps/
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GROUND CONDITIONS
Harworth recognises that the site is located within an area which may be affected by former coal mining activities, and has taken this into account in the proposed development layout.  Desk top investigations indicate 
that any risk from contamination or ground gas is likely to be low.  A full intrusive site investigation will now be carried out to inform suitable foundation design and to confirm the presence of any contamination on the 
site, which would then be made safe as part of the development.

LANDSCAPE TREES AND ECOLOGY
The site is a small area of grazing land surrounded by urban development of housing and commercial uses.  The lower parts of the site are screened to the southeast and southwest by belts of mature trees and a 
former railway embankment, whilst there are open views across the site and beyond from Wakefield Road to the north.  Within the site there is an outgrown mature hedgerow and some scattered trees.

As housing development will unavoidably result in the loss of the grazing land, including the outgrown hedgerow within the site, the impact of this is to be mitigated by the creation of areas of public open space allowing 
the retention of scattered trees where possible, preservation of the boundary tree belts and new tree or hedgerow planting within the development.  The appearance of the development will soften as the planting 
matures, whilst some views across the valley from the north of the site will remain.

Ecological surveys have been undertaken to assess the habitats and species present within the site.  Whilst some surveys are on-going, emerging findings are that the ecological value of the site is primarily associated 
with the boundary scrub and hedgerows, which provide habitat for bats and birds.  There is no indication of protected amphibian species present at the pond or stream within the site.
 
The results of the ecological surveys will be used to inform the planning application and also to guide ecological enhancement measures within and around the site.  Careful planning at the design stage of the 
development has included for the enhancement of retained habitat and the creation of new and ecologically diverse habitats, particularly at the boundaries of the site.  Habitat creation and enhancement will increase 
biodiversity and provide functional links between the site and wider countryside.

“Find out more and have your say…”

ACCESS AND TRAFFIC

The local highway network will be subject to detailed capacity assessment including the following 
junctions

• Proposed Site Access
• Wakefield Road junctions with Laithes Lane, Rotherham Road, Carlton Road and Smithies Lane
• Carlton Road junction with Rotherham Road
 
Initial assessments suggest that the flow of traffic in the area can be improved by increasing their 
operational efficiency and timing of traffic lights on nearby roads.  Harworth’s consultants are also 
investigating possible ways to improve the operation of the existing mini-roundabout that joins 
Wakefield Road and Rotherham Road.
 
To reduce the existing severance caused by Wakefield Road that is experienced by current residents, 
Harworth are supporting the introduction of a pelican crossing that will significantly improve journeys 
by foot, particularly those to the primary schools and the local shops/services. The exact location 
of this crossing and the detail of other improvements will be agreed through the planning process.
 
To promote sustainable travel from the development and minimise the impact of private car trips a 
Travel Plan will support the application and is expected to include the following measures:

• Personalised travel planning
• Accessibility plans for walking and cycling trips
• All properties will be provided with electric vehicle charging points
• All properties will be provided with appropriate cycle parking
•  All properties to have high speed broadband to encourage home working.
 
We welcome suggestions from the local community about possible measures to further enhance 
sustainable travel and the highway environment.

Farmland in wider Dearne Valley which is separated from the site by the wooded 
embankment to the disused railway line

Land in site which may form area of open 
space.

Public footpath along disused railway 
line to the southwest of site

View from the northern part of the site 
toward Barnsley Town Centre
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HAVE YOUR SAY

• Please discuss any comments, queries or concerns you have with the developer and project team here today.

• To make a comment in writing, please complete a response form, send us a letter or an email to the addresses provided

 Planning Consultation
 Cushman & Wakefield
 St Paul’s House
 23 Park Square South
 Leeds
 LS1 2ND

 planning.consultation@cushwake.com

• To view these boards again and to comment online, please visit http://jrpassoc.wixsite.com/jrpassoc/consultation

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?....

• We welcome the views of local residents and and businesses. 
Harworth will review all comments received at the exhibition 
as it finalises the proposed development.

• A planning application will be submitted to Barnsley Council 
later in the summer, which will then be placed on public 
consultation before being decided in autumn 2017.

• Final designs may then be prepared by a housebuilder in 
spring 2018 and approved for construction to start in summer 
2018.

• If everything goes to plan, the first residents may move in to 
new homes in early 2019.

“Find out more and have your say…”

DRAINAGE
A thorough assessment of any flood risk posed to the site from rivers, surface water, groundwater and local drainage infrastructure has been carried out.  This indicates that the site is not at risk of flooding, and that 
the development will not increase the flood risk to surrounding areas.
 
Surface water run-off from the development will be held either within new ponds along the southern boundary, or in underground tanks, before draining into an existing watercourse south of the site. The flow rates 
will be limited to those of greenfield land, with a reduction in flows for the more severe storms, thereby improving upon the current situation.

ARCHAEOLOGY AND BUILT HERITAGE
A detailed historic environment assessment has been undertaken to determine the likely effects of the proposed development on archaeology and built heritage.  The former extent of East Gawber Hall Colliery is 
partially within the development site boundary. No above ground evidence of the colliery survives, but the assessment will determine the likely effects on any associated below ground archaeology and propose 
methods, if needed, to mitigate any impacts on buried archaeology within the development site boundary.
 
There is one Scheduled Monument within close proximity to the development site, East Gawber Hall Colliery Fanhouse. The setting of the monument includes its association with the former colliery site.  As there is 
no visibility between the monument and the development site, given the belt of mature trees and disused railway embankment in between, it is not anticipated that the development will have any significant effect on 
the monument. 

NOISE AND AIR QUALITY

Both attended and long term noise surveys have been undertaken to establish noise levels at the site from road traffic and nearby employment uses.  The analysis of the survey results has fed into the illustrative 
scheme design and established that the site is suitable residential use in terms of noise.  

Given the scale of development proposed, there is not anticipated to any significant impact on air quality resulting from vehicle emissions.  The sustainable travel measures will further serve to reduce emissions as 
well as congestion.  

Potential noise, vibration and dust impacts during construction works will be controlled through the adoption of standard ‘Best Practice’ techniques, including the restriction of working hours, to be adopted by the 
Contractor in agreement with the Local Planning Authority.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES
The proposals include public open space and play areas.  The development will also contribute to the provision of affordable housing and community infrastructure such as school places, provided that this is financially 
viable.
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Recent development of Harworth’s site at Prince of Wales, Pontefract Recent development of Harworth’s site at Waverley, Rotherham


